
Race Organisers Comments  

 

May I open my comments with a sample from the positive feedback as received from 

runners....... “Just wanted to say what a fantastic race it was today, great marshaling 

and well signposted route, computers at the end for instant results. Hats off to 

everybody involved”...... but tinged slightly with some negative feedback as we did 

however get a telling off from some runners ......for a temporary hitch in signage...... 

which resulted in a few of them doing extra distance in Primrose Hill, so apologies to 

those who did that.  

 

Well done to all runners who took part, as they say it’s the taking part that counts not 

just winning. Some runners though do disobey the instructions of marshals who are 

there to ensure safety; this is unacceptable. We will be considering imposing some 

form of “time penalty” or “disqualification” for severe breach in next years race. 

 

Despite the volumes of rain with a potentially wet course we saw the largest ever start 

for the A race of 174 participants and a record equalling 157 participants in the B 

race, well done everybody. 

 

The results are on the Deeside Orienteering web site and will be published in the 

results booklet. May I congratulate all prize winners, especially Chris Smithard, Race 

A winner, who smashed the previous record set by John Brown by three minutes. 

Chris now holds the course records for both the Race A and Race B; Lisa Grantham 

Race A lady winner, Graham Houghton Race B winner and Ann-Marie Jones, Race B 

lady winner. Of course congratulations to all runners wherever you finished.  

 

For the first time we had 100% usage of the "dibbers" at each check station. This is 

splendid as it helps us track you and for you to have times for your performance at 

each stage of the race 

 

As runners you will be oblivious to the behind the scenes preparatory work including 

the “Caution Runners Signs” and “Police Slow” signs as erected by the marshals and 

kindly loaned from Helsby Running Club and Cheshire Police respectively, so it is a 

big thanks to them too. 

 

In addition to those who I thanked above we owe special thanks to the Forestry 

Commission, the National Trust, St John’s ambulance service Beeston Castle 

personnel and our friends Mr P Latham and Mr P Bull for allowing the use of the 

fields at the B race start and for the diversion across the fields to the Farmers Arms to 

avoid the otherwise busy main road crossing at Gresty’s Waste. 

 

Particular thanks to Jill and Barry Barnes, Bob Elmes, Simon Crocker and Steve 

Ingleby for all of the pre race day preparation and on the day event activities along 

with all marshals including Dave and Jennifer from Tattenhall runners and Gwyn for 

the van and the lengthy day of transporting equipment back and to and whilst on 

transport to Mark and team at Carvers Coaches for getting the runners so efficiently to 

the start. 

  

We have not set the date yet for the 2013 event, we always plan to avoid other popular 

races, however it will probably be around 6
th
 October plus or minus a week.  

 

If it is in September we will ensure out T shirts are printed correctly! 

 

With best regards and thank you again 

 

Geoff Shaw 


