
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Sian Calow) 

Fortunately it was a warm, if overcast evening for the event. Numbers may have 
been slightly down from previous years due to a certain football match but on the 
whole the event was well attended. I was relieved to see on the evening that the 
grass in the parking field had been mown, this made the car parking team’s task 
much easier than in previous years. Thank you to my team of willing helpers who 
enabled the event to run smoothly - I hope that everyone who wanted to run did 
so. Finally, I must thank Laurel Smith who is the Volunteer and Community 
Involvement Officer for The National Trust at Erddig – she has been most helpful 
and has allowed Deeside to park and use the Melin Puleston site for download 
and toilets. 

 

Planner’s Comments (Pete Owens) 
 
I decided to use the eastern part of the map as it is less familiar, having only 
been used once before. Also the slopes are less steep than the rest of the area 
so I wanted to take the short green course there to take advantage of the 
technical, but less physically demanding terrain. This meant a remote start was 
necessary (an opportunity to warm up), but then the finish could be adjacent to 
assembly with an optional paddle across the river to wash the mud off your 
boots. The junior courses visited the open terrain south of the hall to avoid the 
need to use the road bridge.   
 
The limited number of bridges across the River Clywedog made it tricky to get 
the course lengths correct and the courses had to be re-planned very late in the 
day to avoid Coed Y Glyn woods, which were closed due to a fallen tree. This 
made for a less technical return across the meadows, and perhaps resulted in 
the short green course being a bit too long. 
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Controller’s Comments (Mike Richardson) 
 
I first visited Erddig almost forty years ago but had not orienteered there until 
very recently.  It offers a varied mix of terrain, some of it rather steep, and I did 
have some concerns about a few of the controls.  As Pete has mentioned, we 
had to make some late changes to the longer courses which meant that some of 
the more difficult terrain couldn’t be used.  Those competitors who saw me 
(rather wet and muddy) soon after I had returned from checking the controls  may 
have thought twice about taking part but, sitting at the download station, I was 
relieved that everyone seemed to have enjoyed their runs.   
Winning times were pretty much in line with my expectations and I was pleased 
that there were relatively few retirals and cases of mis-punching; however, we 
owe an apology to those competitors on the light green course who encountered 
some large beasts at control 7 – we should have mentioned that any livestock at 
large was very friendly !   
There were quite a few non-members competing and I hope that we will see 
them at another orienteering event before too long.  It was a pleasure working 
with Pete and Sian also the rest of the ever-efficient DEE event support team. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


