
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Sonia Chavasse) 

I have to confess that when the issues arose over the field at Delamere North 
being too wet for parking I did wonder why we didn’t just cancel the event. 
However, when I saw all the eager faces in the start boxes I realised why some 
people had worked so hard to find a different venue and make sure there was not 
a hole in the Summer Evening Event programme. 

We had 166 entries, that is 5 more than we had from the Old Pale car park last 
year, many of whom were running in pairs so there were closer to 200 people on 
the courses and enjoying an evening in Delamere Forest.   

I heard many comments on how exciting it was to be running on a new area or 
one they had not run on for many years. The  map has opened up new 
possibilities for training runs (or dog walks!) for many in the months to come.  

It would not be possible to make these Organiser’s comments and not mention 
the undergrowth which had responded to the wet and then warm weather in the 
preceding couple of weeks by making its presence known (and felt). That is 
summer orienteering for you and why Delamere events are held early in the SEE 
calendar. Overall you rose to the challenge and our thanks must go to all those 
who made it possible to change venue so late and worked so hard on the 
evening to cope so admirably with such a large entry. I know the shifts were long 
and busy and I/we are grateful to all the volunteers. 

We do however need to address a couple of issues of how to avoid the problems 
we had late in the evening when we had two competitors who had not 
downloaded and we could not be sure they were not still out on the courses long 
after the closing time. I know Bob has some ideas for how to deal with this from 
the SI point of view but we also need to be sure group leaders do not leave 
without being sure they have all downloaded and handed back all hired ecards.  
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