
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Sheila Hills) 

What a glorious evening it was for orienteering, with beautiful views of Moel Famau and 

the Clwydian Hills. We thought we could even see Moel Siabod in the distance. I hope 

you all enjoyed the views as well as the event. 

My thanks go to all the willing helpers, who made the event run very smoothly; To Peter 

for planning the challenging courses and to Norman Hall for checking them out and also 

doubling up as a control picker. Thank you also to the extra volunteers on the night to go 

control picking.  

I was especially grateful for James Smith for being my right -hand man, though in the 

event I didn't need as much help as I had predicted. 

Planner’s Comments (Peter Hills) 

What a lovely day it was for orienteering, on a superb and challenging area! 

 

This was the first time I have planned at Halkyn, and I really enjoyed the experience. I 

hope you all did as well. At the Club Champs last year Steve Ingleby chose to use the 

‘middle distance’ format, with lots of controls and changes of direction. Being lazy, I 

went for the more traditional approach; fewer controls means less work putting them out! 

The area lends itself well to either approach. I hope I kept both your bodies and minds 

well occupied. I think that the revised map, with the ‘rough open’ screen removed and the 

standard green screens used for the areas of bracken and gorse worked well, making the 

map much easier to read that the old one, where everything seemed to be varying shades 

of brown or dirty yellow.  

 

I would like to thank my controller, Norman Hall, for his support, for putting right my 

two ‘deliberate’ errors in control placement on the day, and even agreeing to help with 

control picking. I would particularly like to thank Graham Nilsen for coming to the 

rescue in printing the maps, in spite of being in the middle of ’A’ level marking. We trust 

that Robin Tilston will make a full recovery and return to this task in due course. Finally, 

I would like to thank my wife Sheila for doing all the organising, with the threat of an 

operation hanging over her, and James Smith for agreeing to be her understudy if she had 

not been able to be there. 
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Controller’s Comments (Norman Hall) 

'I hope everyone enjoyed the challenge given by Peter's courses and the brilliant weather 

ordered by Organiser Sheila. When I first checked Peter's control sites in May, by 

mistake I left my compass in the car and amazed myself by finding all the tapes with no 

trouble at all. The area was extremely runable with no vegetation in the way. 

Unfortunately by the time of the event in July the bracken is at its peak and the area 

becomes a different beast, with lots of features obscured by this vegetation. I did my best 

at bashing down the bracken at some sites where it looked like Jurassic Park. Many 

thanks for taking part and that the bracken did not interfere too much with your runs.'   

 

 

 

 


