
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Mike Smithard) 

Surely one of the easiest venues to organise an event, car park already laid out, 
indoor accommodation and pre-installed toilets, a normally lower than average 
attendance, no road crossings  and a planner willing to have start and finish as 
close as could be achieved and a ‘grippable’ Finish box. But still a problem 
finding an Organiser (?). With only about 10 helpers needed, I didn’t seem to 
have a problem and I think we had about 13 so that enabled early shift helpers to 
run a bit sooner. Thanks to the volunteers, the school for allowing us to use their 
facilities  and to all of you who turned up to take part. With a new start and finish, 
the yellow and orange courses differed from those usually provided and I hope 
the easier beginning and ends of the other courses didn’t detract from them. Nice 
to see several groups attending which caused a little over-crowding in the hall for 
a few minutes as the first finishers arrived back, but that soon cleared. The 
mystery of the evening was the disappearance of the ‘To The Start’ sign which 
was just outside the hall door very early on. Any ideas? It could have blown away 
in the early evening gusts but I looked around but couldn’t trace it. 

Planner’s Comments (Duncan Harris)  

This was my first go at planning and I enjoyed learning the intricacies of OCAD 
and CONDES under the expert guidance of Steve Ingleby. Many thanks to Steve 
for putting in more work than might be expected due to my inexperience and time 
constraints. 
Mike Smithard, Steve and I did quite a bit of work to improve the map for this 
event, including getting the North lines better aligned with the magnetic field. 
There is still quite a bit that could be done to improve the accuracy of 
representation of the ever-changing paths, vegetation, gullies and water features. 
Lots of people seemed to enjoy the courses. I think having the start and finish 
close to the school gym made for a great social atmosphere, which is what we 
should be aiming for at a Summer Evening Event. It also would have provided 
ample shelter in case we were not blessed with the fine evening that we were 
lucky enough to enjoy. 
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Controller’s Comments (Steve Ingleby)  

I hope that you enjoyed your evening at Eaton Park.  Certainly the horrendous 
weather at last year’s summer evening event, when we had torrential rain all 
evening, obviously did not sap your enthusiasm for the area, as numbers were 
up significantly from last year. 

Controls #193 & #194 (Yellow, Orange & Light Green) – apologies if you arrived 
at these control sites and found no flag marking the location.  Unfortunately a 
vandal had removed them and thrown them away.  We replaced #194 as soon as 
we heard about the incident.  My thanks to the very helpful girl, Rosie Davies, 
who relocated the flag for #193. For this type of incidents there are various 
courses of action possible.  As this was a low key event, I believe the fairest 
approach is to let the results stand and not to disqualify anyone who missed 
these controls.  Unfortunately this penalises competitors who waited around, 
losing time, while hunting for the control – for which I apologise.  Are we getting 
to the stage that we need to gripple the control flag as well as the SI box to a 
solid feature? 
Control #225 (Blue, Green) – The SI box and baseplate were originally located 
0.2m from the control flag and attached via a piece of string.  Unfortunately 
during the course of the event, I believe that a runner inadvertently kicked the 
baseplate, breaking the string attaching it to the control flag and sending it a 
distance of 1.2m from the flag.  I received complaints that the SI box was not 
easy to see and people lost time searching for it – so once again, apologies for 
this incident. 
Control #196 (Orange, Yellow) – It was reported during the report that this 
control was missing.  I immediately ran to the site and found the control in the 
correct location and apparently unmolested.  In these circumstances we have 
regrettably had to disqualify those who missed this control. 
Despite these issues, most people seemed to have enjoyed themselves, helped 
by the wonderful sunny evening.  My thanks go to Mike Smithard, who stepped in 
as Organiser when no one else was available, and to Duncan Harris, for whom 
this was his first experience as Planner.  I hope you agree that Duncan made 
best use of a very restrictive area and spared you the worst of the brambles, 
nettles, bogs and other delights that Eaton Park has to offer. 

 


