
 

 

 

   

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Jill Barnes) 

Glorious weather and a higher than expected turnout got the summer evening series off to a 
good start. Everyone seemed to enjoy Barry’s courses, and this included several people new 
to the sport who we hope to see again. 

Having the Organiser and Planner under the same roof isn’t necessarily a good thing, but it 
does allow comparison of the two tasks. Electronic punching and the use of Condes seems 
to put more demands on the planner but provides higher quality and consistency of events; 
SI and AutoDownload simplifies everything for the organiser – and I’m more than happy not 
to have to grapple with a pile of soggy control cards at the end of the event! The slightly 
revised Registration system worked very well, but the smooth running of any event depends 
on the band of Deeside helpers who were as reliable and helpful as always – many thanks to 
them all, particularly those who did a double shift, and to Steve Ingleby, our meticulous 
Controller. 

Planner’s Comments (Barry Barnes) 

Delamere East imposes a few restrictions on the planner, especially at the moment as Hart 
Hill (the central plantation) is badly affected by heavy brashings and windblow; it would be 
seen as sadistic to offer legs through there. Using the available corridors of runnable and 
reasonably technical woodland did involve some path runs and noddy controls but I was 
relieved to hear some favourable comments about route choice, including ‘I thought it would 
be just another run round Delamere, but I soon found I had to start thinking’. A trip to 
Winsplits, and a click on ‘Bonus Content’ once in your course, will enable you to see how the 
leg that gave you trouble affected other runners.  

The OTT road crossing on the Blue was to ensure any under 16s were ‘seen over the road’ 
as a result of a new ruling by BO that they should not be left to cross busy roads; something 
of a slight to our sensible 15 year olds but could not be ignored. Many thanks to the swift and 
efficient control collectors, everything in just as the last of the light faded.  

As with any event Steve Ingleby controls, your enjoyment was much enhanced by his helpful 
involvement and sage advice (plus a bit of re-mapping). Thanks, Steve, it made all the 
difference. 

Controller’s Comments (Steve Ingleby) 

I hope you enjoyed your evening in Delamere East.  The Barnes provided an excellent event 
- good testing courses, efficient organisation and of course, superb weather.  It is a shame 
that the vegetation growth in the past two weeks has been so rapid as it is always much 
more pleasurable competing in Delamere when there is little undergrowth.  My thanks to 
John Padget and Jon Hateley for guarding the road crossing and ensuring that all Blue 
Course competitors returned safely from their excursion to the west side of the road. 

 It is quite an undertaking to either plan or organise one of these evening "training" events 
but to do both is a mammoth achievement.  So my sincere thanks to Jill and Barry, on behalf 
of all competitors, for all their efforts. 
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