
 

Organisers Comments (John Padget) 

The event ran well thanks to the efforts of the expert Dee team of helpers who I would 

like to thank. Sian Calow  did well at what I think was her first attempt at planning, whilst 

Andrew Tarr has controlled and planned at Frodsham many times before and is aware of 

all the possible pitfalls. 

 

The biggest job for an organiser at Frodsham occurs before the event because of the 

complex ownership and permission situation. It was good to be able to include the use of 

the top of Woodhouse Hill for the first time, with the approval of Dan Garner (Project 

Officer, Habitats and Hillforts) and the Woodland Trust who gave their consent provided 

that we kept off the ramparts. Thus Sian planned the courses to avoid the ramparts which 

we also taped off; these arrangements appeared to work well.  We are grateful to farmer 

Chris Fowles for use of the parking field and his access lane and to the other landowners 

(Woodland Trust; Tim Kirwin, John Roberts and Simon Crookes) and to Natural England 

(Dunsdale Hollow SSSI) . 

 

Meg Owens would like to thank competitors for supporting the cake stall which made      

£73.50 for the North West Junior Squad' 

 

Planners Comments (Sian Calow) 

We were fortunate with the weather on Sunday, it started raining just as I 
was placing the last control and then thankfully stopped again as the first 
runners went out. Frodsham Hill was in perfect condition, the bracken which 
blights the area in summer had been well and truly flattened by the winter's 
snow and coupled with the dry conditions underfoot made for optimum 
running conditions. It is a physically challenging area and although I tried to 
minimise the amount of climb, it couldn't be avoided altogether without 
making the courses too short. I hope that you didn't find the courses too 
arduous and that the steep topography didn't mar your enjoyment of the 
event. The lifting of the out of bounds area on Woodhouse Hill (with the 
proviso that courses didn't cross the ramparts of the Iron Age hillfort) gave 
the option of a few new control sites and generally helped the flow of courses 
through the area. The most interesting orienteering on Frodsham Hill is 
arguably on Snidley Moor and I attempted to make the best use of this area 
by taking the longer courses through this area twice.  
 

Speaking to competitors after the event, there seemed to be a consensus 
that the contour interval ought to be at the standard 5m interval rather than 
the mapped 10m and this is something that will be addressed prior to the 
next event. I must apologise if any competitors had difficulty in getting their 
dibber into the boxes due to the metal 'gripples', it is, however, a necessary 
evil to prevent expensive control boxes going missing from vulnerable sites.  
 

Thank you to John Padget for his tireless work in negotiating access with 
numerous land owners so that this event could take place and to Jon Hateley 
and Chris Calow who kindly collected controls at the end. Great appreciation 
must go to my controller Andrew Tarr for his meticulous controlling and 
invaluable advice. 

 



 

Controllers Comments (Andrew Tarr) 

My first thoughts centred on the relative rarity of lady planners in orienteering, but 

after checking I find that of the last ten events I have controlled, four planners were 

female, including a level-B event and a Junior Home International.  So maybe gender 

equality has finally arrived? 

  

Sian took her role very seriously, devoting a lot of time to planning your courses and 

their presentation on the map - even getting up well before dawn on Sunday to give 

herself plenty of time.  Some moderately steep climbing is unavoidable almost 

everywhere on the map, and Sian did what she could to minimise that (she may even 

have used some new control features).  After a few minutes to recover, most finishers 

said they had enjoyed their 'runs', and I think conditions on the day were almost 

ideal. 

  

The steepness is the reason for the non-standard 10-metre contours, which provoked 

a few comments; the decision was made over 20 years ago, before the arrival of 

OCAD, so that the main slopes did not just appear brown.  The land-forms are not 

complex, and local detail is adequately shown by form lines.  However we intend to 

revert to 5-metre for future editions. 

  

Several competitors 'missed' one or two controls, all different, so not the fault of the 

SI units.  Could it be because a Gripple wire prevented a dibber being fully inserted?  

Something to think about. 

  

John's organisation, and the parking field, could have handled a much larger 

attendance.  My thanks to all the many helpers for their contributions. 

 


